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Topic

Gingi

Poem Gingi written by Miriam Yalan Steklis
Royal paraphernalia and colors in Hebrew
Challenge and Response

Grade Level(s):
6th _ 8th

Big Ideas

Identifying with biblical characters can provide
inspiration and encouragement, showing that even
those who struggle with self-doubt can find purpose
and fulfillment.

Learning Targets

Students will:
1. Read and analyze the poem “Gingi” by
Miriam Yalan Shteklis
2. Reflect on the importance of embracing their
own unique traits and how they can embrace
others’ unique traits as well
3. Learn Hebrew words related to royal

paraphernalia and colors

Materials / Technology Needed

Red wig, crown, throne, wig with golden
curls, scepter, chalice, robe, signet ring, etc.
Ginger root

Poem Gingi read in Hebrew

Copies of the poem Gingi in English and
Hebrew (1 per learner)

Art supplies including markers of all colors
and paints, or pencils red, yellow, gold, and
orange

Memory game supplied on page 9
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Relevant Vocabulary

[SROMP VAL
(Gingi, Gingim)

[See Background for an
explanation of this

word.]
™Y NN A Hettarr]ewI word from
. , . another language
(Milah Lo‘azit) (literally: foreign word)
DT .
(Admoni) Ruddy; literally red
T 7290 . .
T King David
(Hamelekh David)
720 Pal
(Heikhal) alace
M37120 N Royal th
(Kise ha’malkhut) oyatthrone
V1Y Sceot
' cepter
(Sharvit) P
n? c
rown
(Keter)
Torah (the five Books of
1731 Moses), Nevi'im
(Tanakh) (Prophets), and
Ketuvim (Writings)
| Kings
, (The Book of Kings is
N D’Q‘?’? found as two books, |
(Melakhim Aleph) | Kings and Il Kings—it is
the fourth book in
Nevi'im)
[ /11 Samuel
11 /7N HNINY (The Book of Samuel is
' found as two books, |
(Shmuel Aleph / Samuel and Il Samuel—
Bet) it is the third book in
Nevi'im)
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Background

Gingi

The Hebrew word )3 is a milah lo’azit that comes from the British English ginger, which
is used as a nickname for a person with red hair, usually with freckles. However, the
gamut of the color gingi ranges from red to orange to blond to gold to auburn. Red hair is
rare in the general population (1 — 2%), and people with this color hair may feel different
or experience bias. There are also some stereotypes related to red heads as being
temperamental, fiery, and quick to respond. Most Jewish gingim are Ashkenazim. While
commonly intended in a friendly or lighthearted way, the term gingi may at times be
regarded as a label or even as an unwelcome intrusion. In 2014, a conference for gingim
took place at Kibbutz Gezer to facilitate group discussions about breaking stigmas, and
forging friendship among gingim.

Gingi

King David

Unlike King Solomon’s golden throne, which is described in some detail (1 Melakhim 10:18 —
20), King David’s physical throne is not specifically described in the Tanakh. Instead,
David’s future throne is described as a powerful spiritual idea, representing God’s promise
that David’s kingdom will be secure and will last forever (2 Shmuel 7:13 - 16) .

King David was chosen by God to be king of Israel, even though he allegedly did not look
particularly strong or tall in comparison to the previous king, Saul (1_Shmuel 9:2), or in
comparison to his seven brothers (1 _shmuel 16:10 — 11). In fact, God asked the prophet
Samuel, who was in charge, to anoint David as a King, not to look at the candidate’s
appearance or stature but rather at his inner character and his heart (1 Shmuel 16:7). It seems
that David was selected to be king even though he was the youngest in his family, with a
smaller build, handsome and ruddy; and mainly chosen because of his heart.

Miriam Yalan-Shteklis - ©°9pvov 9% 0

Miriam Yalan-Shteklis (1900-1984) was a Hebrew poet. She was born in Kremenchug,
Russia. She came from a long line of rabbis and learned Hebrew as a child. She studied
at different universities in Russia, Germany, and France, learning humanities and library
science. She settled in Jerusalem in 1920. A few years later she become the director of
the Slavic department at the National University Library (currently The National Library of
Israel). Despite not having children of her own, she became a children’s writer. In an
interview she was asked, “What is the inspiration for children’s poems?” She replied, “In
the cradle of pain.” She was awarded the 1956 Israel Prize for Children’s Literature.
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Gingi

Description of Activities

1)

3)

4)

Sitting in a circle, arrange to have another teacher look after learners for 5 minutes.
Go out of the classroom and put on a wig of color gingi (remember this ranges from
red, orange, blond, gold, to auburn). Make sure the color you choose is different from
your regular hair color. Enter the room, sit in the circle, and ask learners:

i) How do | look?
ii) How does the change of hair make me different?
iii) How do you think it feels to look different from most people?

iv) How many people do you know with this color hair? How often do you see
people with this color hair?

v) How do you think people born with this color hair are viewed in our society?
vi) Can you think of famous historical figures with this color hair?

(1) Note: Learners are not expected to know the answers to these
exploratory questions (2 thru 6).

Tell learners that we are going to read a poem about a gingi. Show learners the ginger
root. Explain that gingi refers to someone with ginger-colored hair, and then ask
learners what color hair they think a gingi has. Explain that it is usually red but can
also refer to a range from red to orange to blond to gold to auburn.

Read the poem first in English and then let learners hear the poem in Hebrew (at least
two times). Ask them to follow the lines with their fingers.

Distribute color markers and do a guided Hebrew reading asking learners to circle
colors with the appropriate markers. Examples:

i) Ask learners to circle the word with a light blue marker, 9 with a red
marker, etc. Use the color table on page 7.

ii) Highlight the letter * in the words below (the letter * at the end of these words
declines, indicating “my” followed by the particular noun: *7nnN1M (my darling);
17 (my child); »)IV)0p (my little one); *NI9N (my chick)). Who says those
words to Gingi? What feeling do these words elicit?

ii) In what person is the poem told? What effect does it have on the reader?

iv) King David tells the child: 177)3>"3 73X D) - NX7>—And see, | am also ging!! What
does this pronouncement do for Gingi?
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5) Discussion: Below are some questions to stimulate discussion, not in a particular
order.
i) What makes you unique, and how do you feel about it?
i) Have you ever felt different from others? How did that experience shape you?
iii) Why do you think people sometimes struggle to accept what makes them
different?
iv) Can you think of a time when embracing your uniqueness helped you in life?
v) How do your differences make the world a more interesting place?
vi) Why is it important to embrace your unique traits?
vii) Why do people sometimes judge others based on appearances?
viii)What do you think of the idiom 12 V¥ N2 NN 12322 D2190n X —Don't look
at the jar, but at what's in it. How does it relate to the poem?
ix) How can we celebrate differences rather than criticize them?
x) Have you ever changed something about yourself to fit in? How did that feel?
xi) Do any physical traits of a biblical or Jewish figure make you identify with
him/her?
xii) Why do some cultures value uniqueness while others encourage conformity?
xiii)How can we help others feel proud of who they are?
6) Going back to our poem: What do you think Gingi answered to King David?
i) In pairs, create a dialogue between King David and Gingi in which one learner
is King David and the other one is Gingi.
7) Brainstorm ways to advocate for people who feel different from the majority of people.

Gingi

Differentiation Options
Knowing that students learn in a variety of ways and modalities, the following options
are provided to adjust the above lesson to meet the unique needs of your learners.

For learners who need more assistance
e Ask students to illustrate the poem.

e Play a memory game with English or Hebrew words and pictures. (Use the table
on page 9).
e Letlearners dress up with royal props (if they so desire).

For learners who need extension opportunities
e Pretend you are a reporter. Create 3 — 5 questions and interview gingi people in
your community. Produce a news story that reports the result of your interviews
(without naming names).
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Mom always says: my darling,

My child has a golden head,

A golden head has my child.

And in the street, they call me ...gingi
In class, they call me gingi

Even at night inside my pillow

My hair kindles!

Gingi...

Many are the colors you made, My God -
You spread light blue on the sky,
And my mom has brown on her eyes,

The leaf has green, and the rose pink,

Or white, or red, and there are more
colors!

Many are the colors you made, God,

Beautiful and many!

Why did you create yellow-haired
children,

My God, yellow-haired children?
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| cried this evening before going to sleep,

And mom came by, and there was a tear
on her eye.

“My dear, my dear:” she whispered...

And at night came Elijah,

And stood my me,

'II

And said: “Get up, get up, my child!

And he wrapped me in the corner of his
robe

And carried me

Upward.

And there in the heavens, in the Garden of

Eden - a palace,

And in the palace - a royal throne,

In which King David sat,

And in his hand, the scepter,

And a lion to his right, and a lion to his left,

And his servants and minsters stand in
front of him,

And ten of thousands of his army stand in

front of him,

And everything is - gold.
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And behind the crown his curls come
down -

King David’s curls are yellow,

His curls are yellow!

And he is completely ruddy.

And King David said:

Come to me, little one,

My naive one,

And see - | am also gingi!

And he looked me in the eye,

And looked inside me,

And he whispered: “my chick, my chick”

My gingli

This is what David said, this is what the
King said.

And my mom -

She was also stood by me,

And whispered - my darling,

My darling...
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Nickname for a

person (s) with red
hair and freckles. T

However, the gamut
of the color gingi
ranges from red,
orange, blond, gold,
to auburn.

oY ‘g/v;g”g

DTN
VT 9290 King David
Yoy Esau, Jacob’s twin
brother
bty Palace
NP2 MO0 Royal throne
V11V Scepter
mn? Crown
Torah (the five Books
of Moses), Nevi'im
(%))
T (Prophets), and
Ketuvim (Writings)




