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When violent skirmishes or war breaks out in the world, people observing from 

the outside can feel anxious, afraid, or overwhelmed by the situation. Speaking 

about the situation can help people begin to work through their different 

emotions. These texts and support questions are meant to provide openings to 

discuss what is happening in the world. 

 

Vayikra (Leviticus) 19:16  ויקרא יט:טז 

Do not go as a talebearer among your 

people; do not stand on the blood of your 

neighbor. I am YHVH. 

ךָל ֹ יךָֹל אֹתַעֲמ דֹעַל־דַםֹרֵעֶּ עַמֶּ  א־תֵלֵךְֹרָכִילֹבְּ
 ׃ֹיָֹאֲנִיֹיְֹֹּ

• According to this verse from the Torah, what responsibility do people have when they 

see someone in trouble? 

• In what situations do you think this applies? 

 

Rashi on Vayikra 19:16  רש"י על ויקרא יט:טז 

“Do not stand on the blood of your 

neighbor”—To see [that he is in a situation 

in which he could die] and you can save him, 

for example he is drowning in a river or an 

animal or bandit comes upon him. 

רעך דם  על  תעמד  מִיתָתוֹֹֹ  לא  בְּ אוֹתֹ לִרְּ
חַיָהֹֹ וְּ בַנָהָרֹ גוֹןֹטוֹבֵעַֹ כְּ הַצִילוֹ,ֹ יָכוֹלֹלְּ אַתָהֹ וְּ

טִיםֹבָאִיםֹעָלָיו ֹאוֹֹלִיסְּ

• Rashi interprets the verse from the Torah in a particular way. According to Rashi what 

is the type of situation to which the Torah is referring? 

• Who do you think qualifies as a neighbor in this case? Is it someone who lives near 

you? Someone who is part of your community? Anyone who you see in trouble? 

• Do you think this should apply to governments and countries as well as to individuals? 

When should one nation be responsible for helping another nation? 

• How do you feel when you see or hear about someone in danger? 

• What ways can you think of to help someone even if you cannot take them out of 

physical danger? 
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Babylonian Talmud, Tractate Sanhedrin 

105a 
 מסכת סנהדרין קה. 

A parable about two dogs that were with the 

flock and were hostile to each other. A wolf 

came upon one [of the dogs]. The other dog 

said, “If I do not help him today, [the wolf] 

will kill him and tomorrow [the wolf] will 

come upon me. The two [dogs] went and 

killed the wolf. 

משלֹלשניֹכלביםֹשהיוֹבעדרֹוהיוֹצהוביןֹֹ
זהֹלזהֹבאֹזאבֹעלֹהאחדֹאמרֹהאחדֹאםֹֹ
איניֹעוזרוֹהיוםֹהורגֹאותוֹולמחרֹבאֹעליֹֹ

 רבֹפפאֹהלכוֹשניהםֹוהרגוֹהזאבֹאמר
היינוֹדאמריֹאינשיֹכרכושתאֹושונראֹֹ

ֹעבדוֹהלולאֹמתרבאֹדבישֹגדאֹ

• Why does the second dog come to the aid of the first dog? What is he concerned will 

happen? 

• What do you think the dogs represent?  What message do you think the Talmud is 

trying to teach about real-life situations? 

• What do you think this parable teaches about our responsibility to other nations? 

 

Michael Broyde, “Just Wars, Just Battles and Just Conduct in Jewish Law: Jewish Law ls 

Not a Suicide Pact!,” page 30 

When one reviews the rules found within Jewish law for waging war, one grasps a crucial 

reality of Jewish military ethics. The moral license that "war" grants a person or a country 

varies from situation to situation and event to event. The Jewish tradition treats different 

permissible wars differently. The battle for vital economic need carries with it much less of 

a moral license than the war waged to prevent an aggressive enemy from conquering an 

innocent nation. Jewish law recognized that some wars are simply completely immoral, 

some wars are morally permissible but grant a very limited license to kill, and some wars 

are a basic battle for good with an enemy that is evil. Each of these situations comes with 

a different moral response and a different right to wage war. In sum, it is crucially important 

to examine the justice of every cause. However, violence in the service of justice is not to 

be abhorred within the Jewish tradition. 

• How can engaging in war be considered moral? What might be considered a just war? 

• How can one tell the difference between a just war and an unjust war? 

• How much do you think one must try to deal in a non-violent way with an enemy that 

is evil? 
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Mishlei (Proverbs) 13:21  משלי יג:כא 

Evil pursues sinners. The righteous are 

rewarded. 

ת־צַדִיקִיםֹֹ אֶּ רַדֵףֹרָעָהֹוְּ ֹחַטָאִיםֹתְּ
ם־טוֹב׃ֹ שַלֶּ  יְּ

• What message about the world does this verse convey? 

• Do you believe what this verse says? What timeframe do you think is indicated? 

• How does this verse affect your outlook on the world? 

 

Tehillim (Psalms) 121:1-2 ב-תהילים קכא:א 
1A Song of Ascents 

I will lift my eyes up to the mountains. 

From where will my help come? 
2My help comes from YHVH, the 

Maker of the Heavens and the Earth 

מֵאַיִןֹֹא הָרִיםֹ ל־הֶּ אֶּ עֵינַיֹ שָאֹ אֶּ לַמַעֲלוֹתֹ שִירֹ
רִי׃ֹֹ זְּ  יָב אֹעֶּ

רִיֹמֵעִםֹיְֹּב זְּ ץ׃ֹיָֹעֶּ  ע שֵהֹשָמַיִםֹוָאָרֶּ

• What does the author try to convey in each verse? How does the second verse answer 

the first verse? 

• Where do you find comfort and strength in times of great difficulty? 

 

Excerpt from the Prayer for Israeli Soldiers  ֹמי שברך לחיילי צה"ל
May the one that blessed our ancestors 

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob bless the soldiers 

of the Israel Defense Forces… May the Holy 

Blessed One protect and rescue our soldiers 

from all trouble and distress and from all 

affliction and illness and may he send 

blessing and success in all the work for their 

hands… 

יַעֲק ב חָקֹוְּ רָהָםֹיִצְּ בֵרַךְֹאֲבוֹתֵינוֹּאַבְּ ֹֹמִיֹשֶּ
רָאֵל יִשְּ בָאֹהֲגַנָהֹלְּ תֹחַיָלֵיֹצְּ בָרֵךְֹאֶּ ...ֹֹהוּאֹיְּ

תֹחַיָלֵינוֹֹּ יַצִילֹאֶּ מ רֹוְּ הַקָדוֹשֹבָרוּךְֹהוּאֹיִשְּ
לַחֹ יִשְּ לָהֹוְּ גַעֹוּמַחְּ צוּקָהֹוּמִכָלֹנֶּ מִכָלֹצָרָהֹוְּ

ם דֵיהֶּ כָלֹמַעֲשֵהֹיְּ לָחָהֹבְּ הַצְּ רָכָהֹוְּ  ...בְּ

• This prayer is said in synagogues around the world. How can prayer help people who 

are fighting in a war far away? 

• How can such a prayer help the people who are praying from far away? 
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Isaiah 2:4  ישעיהו ב:ד 

He will judge among the nations and 

arbitrate for many peoples, and they will 

beat their swords into plowshares and their 

spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not 

lift sword against nation, and they will not 

study war anymore. 

עַמִיםֹרַבִיםֹֹ הוֹכִיחַֹלְּ שָפַטֹבֵיןֹהַגּוֹיִםֹוְּ וְּ
םֹֹ אִתִיםֹוַחֲנִיתֽוֹתֵיהֶּ בוֹתָםֹלְּ תוֹּחַרְּ כִתְּ וְּ
א־ֹ ל ֽ בֹוְּ רֶּ ל־גּוֹיֹחֶּ מֵרוֹתֹל א־יִשָאֹגוֹיֹאֶּ מַזְּ לְּ

חָמָה׃ דוֹּעוֹדֹמִלְּ מְּ ֹיִלְּ

• This verse presents a vision for a world in which there will be no more war. Do you 

think this is a realistic vision?  

• What can be done to help achieve this vision? 

• Can you envision a time when it might be necessary to go to war in order to prevent 

war? 

• How can civilians help achieve the vision of this verse? 

 


