6‘i0 War Rules

Greetings game creators! You are creating a game in which players build a world. However, just
as war is a reality in our world so too war will be a reality in your game’s world; and there must
be ground rules for engaging in war. Your present task is to:

a. Come up with a name for your game.

b. Describe a basic goal of your game.

c. Compose the rules, based on Jewish wisdom, that will govern war in the game.

d. Design cover art for the game.

Below, you will find thousands of years of Jewish wisdom to help you develop the Rules of War
for your new game. As you go through the various texts, ideas, commentaries, etc., keep in mind
the following questions (and remember to ask critical questions of your own):
e What is the straightforward meaning of these words?
e What message is the person or text trying to convey? Is there another person or text
that might say something different?
e When two people posit different approaches, how do | decide which approach is more
appropriate?
e How might some of these ideas apply to different war situations?
e How do these ideas fit into an overall approach to war?

[Note: Some texts have been bolded for clarity; bolding is not in the original text.]

Devarim (Deuteronomy) 25:17 — 19 VY-: N0 D927
17 Remember what Amalek did to you on the way Y72 P20RY 77 NYY YN NN 10T P
on your going out from Egypt D310 DINNRNA
18 That he encountered you on the way and

attacked your stragglers, all who were lagging DOIYNINDI 72 2 7T 7IP YN ™
behind you; and you were tired and faint, and he :D’ﬁbl_ﬁ NP N71 YN PY NN PINN

did not fear God.
1% So it shall be when YHVH your God gives you rest

PRNDIN T2 PRION Y DDA MM Y
1202 72 10 PN IWN YN 2290
DXRYD NNNR P2HRY 1INN NNNH ANYID

from all of your enemies around the land that
YHVH your God gives to you as an inheritance to
possess it, you shall blot out the memory of

. :NIYR ND
Amalek from under the heavens’. Do not forget. T
*This is an instruction to wage war against Amalek.
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Bemidbar (Numbers) 10:9

V:? 92972

When you come in to war in your land against an
enemy that attacks you, you shall sound the
trumpets and you will be remembered before
YHVH your God and you will be saved from your
enemies.

9NN INDDY DININD NNNN ININT)
279397 DRI NIIYNNI DNYIN) DINN
: DN DNYYI DTION

Devarim 20:19 — 20

2-V’:2 ©°92%

¥ When you lay siege to a city for many days to
make war against it to capture it, do not destroy
its trees, wielding the ax against [the trees].
Because from them you may eat, you may not cut
them down. Are trees of the field human to
withdraw before you into the besieged city?

20 Only the tree that you know is not a food-
bearing tree may you destroy and cut down and
build siegeworks against the city that is waging
war with you until it has been reduced.

P2y DNZNY 031 DI PYIN NNV
112 P2Y DN AZYIN TINYINY AYID?
XY DTND 2D NY9N ND INN) DINN 199N 7D
191392 7390 N27 NTYD

INN NIN DIND NYNIID YTRIYR NY P2

NITIYR PYNDY XD I D) NYD
AR TY NRNDH TRy NYY

Mishnah Torah, Laws of Kings and Wars 6:10

2 MNNTNI B3I MAYN NN NIYN

And not just trees. Rather anyone who breaks
vessels, tears clothing, tears down a building,
seals up a spring, or wastes food violates [the
commandment of] “Do not destroy.” ...

L0222 72VNN 92 NIN . 7272 NNPND ND)
YR DNIDY 202 DINY . DNHIYNP)
N22 921y .NNNYN 7T NIVIND TIND)
T NN NIN NP7 IPN) .TPNYD

: OI2TN

Vayikra Rabbah, Tzav 9

L YA I8 HYID (XIF) DAY XIPN

Rabbi Yose HaGalili said, “Great is peace that
even in a time of war it is law that one offers only
peace first, [as it says in the Torah] ‘when you
approach a city...””

NYYA HARY DYV DT YD1 Y0 1 NN
TN DYWIA RON PHMA PR NNNDN
M PY DX 27PN 2D (5 DM2T)

Mishnah Torah, Laws of Kings and Wars 6:1

N:Y TIMINYMY 0951 MITN NN NIVN

One does not make war with anyone in the world
until they offer them peace, both a Discretionary
War and War of Mitzvah

TY D2IY2 DTN DY NNRNZN PYIY PN
DIYVID NNNZN THN .0V 2 PRITPY
~-T¥N NRNZN THX)
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Hasagot HaRamban on Rambam’s Sefer
Hamitzvot, Omitted Positive Commandments 5

0731299 INLNN 1907 1731990 MIVA
PYYN NNIY

The fifth mitzvah that we were commanded is,
when we lay siege to a city, to leave one of the
roads without a blockade; so that, if they want to
flee, they will have a path to escape. For in this
we learn to behave with mercy even with our
enemies in a time of war...

Y DY NIXIVI IMVNIV NIVINRN MSNH
1N DRY 7NN Y52 NININ 12 DNN NNIND
7320 DWN ONY TIT ONY NP> MY
IPIN DY 1PN NDNN HTINND TN

.. NDNN NYa

R. Immanuel Jakobovits, "Rejoinders;” Tradition 4:2 (Spring 1962): 202

alternative may be morally vindicated.

In view of this vital limitation of the law of self-defense, it would appear that a defensive war likely to
endanger the survival of the attacking and the defending nations alike, if not indeed of the entire
human race, can never be justified. On the assumption, then, that the choice posed by a threatened
nuclear attack would be either complete mutual destruction or surrender, only the second

From the IDF Doctrine, retrieved January 6, 2020

At https://web.archive.org/web/20060430031938/http://
www1.idf.il/dover/site/mainpage.asp?sI=EN&id=32

2020 M 6 N 97NN DY INNN NHPIN

https: //web.archive.org/web/20060417190214/http: //wwwl.idf.il/dov
er/site/smainpage.asp?sl=HE&id=32

Purity of Arms - The IDF servicemen and women
will use their weapons and force only for the
purpose of their mission, only to the necessary
extent and will maintain their humanity even
during combat. IDF soldiers will not use their
weapons and force to harm human beings who are
not combatants or prisoners of war, and will do all
in their power to avoid causing harm to their lives,
bodies, dignity and property.

INIDD IPYIL WHNY DMNN - PYIN 97V
NN PN TN ,TA02 NOVNN VINIAD
GN WNIN ODN DY NNV 700 nwann
INIDY IPWIL WNRNY KD D»NN .NnNda
DMOMY DPRY DTN "2 yNad 1D
YN YNNI INTIDMIVY KD VYN, DM

.DYIO72) D202 ,0912 ,010»N2

Elliot Dorff, “Defensive War,” $’Vara: A Journal of Philosophy, Law, and Judasim 2:1

but expand upon it.

when it is a matter of communal self defense.

...[E]ven though the Talmud and codes do not directly connect communal self defense to the duty of
either defending oneself or intervening on behalf of another, and even though one might argue that
the latter duties do not establish the former, the Talmud does not question that a community must
defend itself and even desecrate the Sabbath in the process. The codes not only endorse that right,

These sources also do not insist on the usual procedures required for engaging in other types of war

©2020 JTeach.org

Page 3

Board of Jewish Education of Metropolitan Chicago’s Online Resource Center



https://web.archive.org/web/20060417190214/http:/www1.idf.il/dover/site/mainpage.asp?sl=HE&id=32
https://web.archive.org/web/20060417190214/http:/www1.idf.il/dover/site/mainpage.asp?sl=HE&id=32

