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Make Your Sukkot Count Teacher’s Guide

Gematria is a system in which Hebrew letters correspond to numbers. The basic
system can be used to represent math with Hebrew letters. However, interpretive
tradition has used gematria as a means to gain a deeper understanding of Biblical
texts, and the world at large, through the numerical values associated with various
words. Gematria is one of the interpretive principles of Midrash, and it is one of
the important principles of the Kabbalists. Note that there are different systems
of gematria. Some systems do assign values (500-900) to the n¥910 (final letters)
of the Aleph-Bet. However, the basic system, which is being used here, assigns
values to the Hebrew letters through 1, "Tav."

951 = (5+200+6+400) + (200+80+60) NP 19D = 951
A = 68

12D = 85

TYIND 2N = 169

DN NY2IN = 428

NWYIN = 432

PVIUN = 458

N9 = 486
n2nNp =535
niopn = 591
MINN = 610

NYYOPRY = 1170
n7iR NN = 1358

hilv) DN NY2IN Mopn TYIND DN
NINN AR RAMALY NIYYIN n2np
2290 NN NDHNY PPIYN 12V
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To create other numbers, simply combine letters. For example:

11=N' 25=1D 183 =29 1478 = NVNNN

Note: 15 and 16 are written 10 and TO because yud-hei written together form one of God’s
names and yud-vov together look too much like part of God’s four-letter name.

When reading Hebrew letters, the following groupings have the same value:
ACH D\N 1\7\2\2 2\2
VAN Y\ X a\q\a\a

When writing gematria, use only the characters in the chart (no final letters or dots).
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