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Exodus 24:7
We will do and we will listen VY NYY)

This text is often used to show the obedience of the Jewish people or their willingness to act
according to God’s will even before knowing what they are committing to do.

o What do you think of this type of obedience?
e Are there any circumstances in which you might commit to doing something before
knowing the reasoning behind the request?

Then he took the record of the covenant and NN DYN NN NP N30 190 NN
read it aloud to the people. And they said, “All I2TIYN DD M YNV N
that Adonai has spoken we will do and we will
listen.”

This shows the above words in context of the whole verse. In it, Moses reads the words of the
covenant to the people showing that they knew the laws and expectations before they
committed.

e In your opinion, is it more or less a commitment to make a choice if you are informed vs.
uninformed? Why?
¢ In this case, what is the benefit of being informed?

Exodus 24:3
Moses went and repeated to the people all 72700 NN DY 19D NYH NI
the commands of Adonai and all the rules; THN DI DY DD W) DXVIYNRIDI NN)
and all the people answered with one voice, 1YY » I2TIYN 277D 1IN

saying, “All the things that Adonai has
commanded we will do!”

Exodus 19:5-8

Now then, if you will obey Me faithfully and TN DNYRYI 7P IWNYN YVINY DN NHY
keep My covenant, you shall be My treasured | -3 %773 DY NZID 7 ONMN) N2
possession among all the peoples. Indeed, all N L ININD

the earth is Mine,

. . NZN YITR 213 DIND NI2NN ST 1PNN DNX)
but you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests ' JHNAY 29X 12T TN DT
and a holy nation.” These are the words that TTEL TR moe oE T
you shall speak to the children of Israel.”
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Moses came and summoned the elders of
the people and put before them all that
Adonai had commanded him.

All the people answered as one, saying, “All
that Adonai has spoken we will do!” And
Moses brought back the people’s words to
Adonai.

DIPI97 0P YN IpY2 NI YD Nan
£ MY WY NPND DIFTTID NN

I2TIYN 9D 1IN TN DY DI NY)
2 DN DY TN DY 2PN DY) M

The above texts show that the people were told what was expected of them at least three times.
In the final text, which occurs first chronologically in the Torah, they are also told the benefits they

will receive.

e The Israelites don’t change their mind after hearing their rights and responsibilities multiple
times. Do you think that Moses was wasting his time telling them the same thing over and

over again?

¢ \What are the benefits of hearing information multiple times before making a decision?

Talmud, Avodah Zarah 2b

As it is written: “And they stood at the nether
part of the mount” (Exodus 19:17), and Rav
Dimi bar Hama says: The verse teaches that
the Holy One, Blessed be He, overturned the
mountain, i.e., Mount Sinai, above the Jews
like a basin, and He said to them: If you
accept the Torah, excellent, and if not, there,
under the mountain, will be your burial. The
nations of the world will claim that they too
could have been coerced to accept the
Torah.

9NN TPNNNA AT, V) MNVY) dNOT
72PN N9V TNHDN NNN 927077 29 IIN)
DN ON DN 9N HNIY DY 1D N
NN OV IND ON) 201 NNNN DX PYIAPN
DONMIAP

Talmud, Kiddushin 40b

Rabbi Tarfon and the elders were once
reclining in the upper story of Nithza's house,
in Lydda, when this question was raised
before them: Is study greater, or good
deeds? Rabbi Tarfon answered, saying:
Deeds are greater. Rabbi Akiba answered,
saying: Study is greater, for it leads to doing.
Then they all answered and said: Study is
greater, for it leads to action.

OYA PIDN ONPY NIV 27 71PN 12
D92 1N NPOIRY NONWI TV NN M2
NIV 227 MY DITI NYYN IN VT TN
TIION AN Y MIYI DY) VYN IIN)
TN DY) TINION 1NN D210 NYI DT
NN NYYN SO NN

©2018 JTeach.org

Page 2

Board of Jewish Education of Metropolitan Chicago’s Online Resource Center

Lead author: Rabbi Toby Manewith


https://www.sefaria.org/Exodus.19.17
https://www.sefaria.org/Exodus.19.17

