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Wonder in the Jewish Classroom

Textual Resources

Conversation Starters

Pirkei Avot 2:5
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He was accustomed to say, “A boor cannot
fear sin. An ignorant person cannot be pious.
A person prone to being ashamed cannot
learn. An impatient person cannot teach. Not
all who engage in a lot of business become
wise. In a place where there is no man, strive
to be a man.”

DY NII,RON N V2 'R NI DD RIN
[T9RD NI, 707 (U120 NI, T'ON YIRD
.DINN NIND2 N21PN 22 NI, TRON

WIN NI ITAYN D'YIN ['NY DIpRX

Pirkei Avot 4:20
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Rabbi [Yehuda HaNasi] says, “Do not look at
the jug but rather at what is in it. For there
are new jugs full of old, and old that do not
have even new within them.”
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Students and Teachers

Pirkei Avot 4:12
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Rabbi Elazar ben Shamua says: Let the
honor of your student be dear to you as your
own, and the honor of your fellow like the
reverence of your teacher, and the reverence
of your teacher like the reverence of Heaven.
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Pirkei Avot 1:6
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Yehoshua ben Perachiah and Nitai of Arbel
received from them. Yehoshua ben Perachia
says, "Make for yourself a mentor, acquire
for yourself a friend and judge every person
as meritorious."
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Babylonian Talmud Tractate Ta’anit 7a
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And this is what Rabbi Hanina said: | have
learned much from my teachers and even
more from my friends, but from my students |
have learned more than from all of them.

'MI2IN 'MNTND N2IN NN " INNT
AN T'NONNI MI2N NI N2NNI
plblp

Rabbi Elazar and the Ugly Man
Talmud Taa’nit 20a-b
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The Sages taught, “A person should always be soft like the reed and not be stiff like the cedar.” An incident:
Rabbi Elazar, the son of Rabbi Shimon, came from Migdal Gedor from the house of his rabbi; and he was
riding on his donkey and traveling on the bank of the river and he was exceedingly happy, and his head
was swollen with pride because he learned much Torah. He happened upon an exceedingly ugly
person, who said to him, “Greetings to you, my rabbi.” Rabbi Elazar did not return his greeting. Rabbi
Elazar said to him, “Worthless person, how ugly is that man. Are all the people of your city as ugly as
you?” The man said to him, “I do not know, but go and say to the Craftsman Who made me, ‘How ugly is
this vessel you made.” When Rabbi Elazar realized that he had sinned [and insulted this man merely on
account of his appearance], he descended from his donkey and prostrated himself before him and he said
to the man, “I have sinned against you; forgive me.” The man said to him, “I will not forgive you until you

go to the Craftsman Who made me and say, ‘How ugly is the vessel you made.”
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He walked behind the man [trying to appease him] until they reached Rabbi Elazar’s city. The people of his
city came out to greet him, saying to him, “Greetings to you, my rabbi, my rabbi, my master, my
master.” The man said to them, “Who are you calling my rabbi, my rabbi?” They said to him, “To this man
who is walking behind you.” He said to them, “If this man is a rabbi, may there not be many like him among
the Jewish people.” They asked him, “For what reason do you say this?” He said to them, “He did such and
such to me.” They said to him, “Even so, forgive him, as he is a great Torah scholar.”
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He said to them, “For your sakes | forgive him, provided that he accepts upon himself not to become
accustomed to behave like this.” Immediately, Rabbi Elazar, son of Rabbi Shimon, entered the study hall

and taught, “A person should always be soft like a reed and he should not be stiff like a cedar, [as one who
is proud like a cedar is likely to sin]...”

Note: Some of the text is ambiguous in the original Hebrew. The translated text in brackets attempts to
explain the ambiguities. However, the translation can also be read more literally without the bracketed
parts.
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Mr. Browne’s Precepts/Jewish Texts

Mr. Browne

Pirkei Avot 1:2
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“When given the choice between
being right or being kind, choose
kind.” — Dr. Wayne Dyer

Shimon the Righteous was from
the remnants of the Great
Assembly. He would say, "On three
things the world stands: on the
Torah, on the service and on acts
of lovingkindness."
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Mr. Browne

Job 34:11
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“Your deeds are your
monuments.” — Inscription on an
ancient Egyptian tomb

For He pays a man according to
his actions, And provides for him
according to his conduct.
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Mr. Browne

Ecclesiastes 4:9-10

1-0:T NONP

“Have no friends not equal to
yourself” — Confucius

Two are better off than one, in that
they have greater benefit from their
earnings.

For should they fall, one can raise
the other; but woe betide him who
is alone and falls with no
companion to raise him!

YN TNXNDT|N D1IYWD D'2I0

:DNY2 200 W DNHYY!

NN D! TAND 19DIDN 1D
'K}1 29" TRNG 19'K] 120
NP0 Y

Mr. Browne

Talmud Sotah 37a
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“Fortune favors the bold” — Virgil

Rabbi Yehuda said, “... [When the
Israelites stood at the sea] this one
said, ‘1 will not go down first to the
sea.’ This one said, ‘l will not go
down first to the sea.” Nachshon
the son of Aminadav jumped up
and went down into the sea first.”
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Mr. Browne

Pirkei Avot 2:4
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"No man is an island, entire of
itself.” — John Donne

Hillel says: Do not separate
yourself from the community.
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Mr. Browne

Nobel Prize Winner Isidore
Rabi’s Mother (when her son
would return from school)

"It is better to know some of the
questions than all of the answers."
— James Thurber

Did you ask a good question
today?

Mr. Browne

Proverbs 16:24
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"Kind words do not cost much. Yet
they accomplish much.” — Blaise
Pascal

Pleasant words are like a
honeycomb, Sweet to the palate
and a cure for the body.
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Mr. Browne

Proverbs 31:30
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"What is beautiful is good, and
who is good will soon be
beautiful.” — Sappho

Grace is deceptive, and beauty is
illusory; it is for her fear of God that
a woman is to be praised”

NN 910 5201 N0 WPY
290NN N PTNNY!

Mr. Browne

Rabbi Rami Shapiro, Wisdom
of the Sages, interpreting
Rabbi Tarfon’s words from
Pirkei Avot 2:16.
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"Do all the good you can, by all
the means you can, in all the ways
you can, in all the places you can,
at all the times you can, to all the
people you can, as long as you
ever can.” — John Wesley

Do not be daunted by the enormity
of the world’s grief. Do justice,

now. Love mercy, now. Walk
humbly, now. You are not obligated
to complete the work, but neither
are you free to abandon it."
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Mr. Browne

Psalms 118:24
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"Just follow the day and reach for
the sun.” —The Polyphonic Spree

This is the day that the YHVH has
made; let us exult and rejoice on it.
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