Gemilut Hasadim & Tzedakah

Instructions

Step 1: Each member of the group should say their name and something
kind that someone has done for them recently.

Step 2: Read the texts below and answer the guiding questions. Be sure
that each member of the group offers an opinion and contributes to the
conversation. Be prepared to speak about your group’s ideas with the
entire group afterward.

1. Text1:

Tractate Sukkah 49b 0"n NdIo 721 TINYN
Rabbi Eleazar said: TVIN "NI
Tzedakah is [rewarded] only TON '9% X7X NNYNYN N7TY 'K
according to the hesed in it.

nlvy
As it is written (Hosea 10:12), “Sow
to yourselves according to NPTX? D7 1T (VWIN) "Ny
tzedakah and reap according fo ToN '9%7 NyyI
hesed.”
Rashi on Tractate Sukkah 49b ‘0" NOI0 71 TINYN M"'vwN
“Only according to the hesed in it” - DAY O'TON NI7'Na '997 XYX

— The giving is the fzedakah and . '
the bother is the hesed. [Rashi RIn MIOAT NI RN NXNIN

gives several examples of the NIV IX IN127 N>'7IN 143 TONN
person doing fzedakah looking NO 17 [N 120 N2N7 17 nvnY
after The'recipiep’r.] so that a . Nnivn IX w77 1721 IX N'I9X
person gives their heart and mind NI¥I' XY AYIND ARIANAY DA
to the good of the poor person.

INYTI 127 NNY TIA'R? I'MIvn
1Y 7v InauYy:

Guiding Questions:
1. According to Rashi, what is the difference between fzedakah and hesed?
2. Give an example of bringing "hesed to the act of tzedakah."
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Gemilut Hasadim & Tzedakah

Text 2:

Babylonian Talmud Sukkah 49b

:0"n NDI0 721 TINYN

The rabbis taught:

Gemilut Hasadim is superior to
fzedakah in three ways

Tzedakah [is done] with one’s
money. Gemilut hasadim [can be
done] with one's person and with
one's money.

Gemilut hasadim [is done] for poor
people and for wealthy people.

Tzedakah [is done] for the living.
Gemilut Hasadim [is done] for the
living and for the dead.

Tzedakah [is given] to poor people.

1N

NI n721TA DT NWhvwa
NPTYN [N NI DrToNn

['2 D*TON NI?™MA NINNA NPT
121NN |2 19122

|'2 D*TON NI?'MA DMY7 NPTY
DY'WYYT |'2 0MYY7

|'2 D*TON NI7?'™MA D'N7 NPT
D'NN7 |'2 0"NY

Guiding Questions:

1. Summarize in your own words the three ways that the rabbis believed

gemilut hasadim is superior to tzedakah.

2. As a group, can you think of at least one example for each of the three
ways in which gemilut hasadim is superior to tzedakah?
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