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Birkot HaNehenin*
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On seeing wonders in nature, including lightning,
shooting stars, vast deserts, mountains and a
sunrise:

Blessed are You, Adonai our God,
Sovereign of the universe, Source of
Creation.
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On seeing the ocean:

Blessed are You, Adonai our God,
Sovereign of the universe who has made
the great sea.
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On seeing a rainbow:

Blessed are You, Adonai our God,
Sovereign of the universe who
remembers, is faithful to, and fulfills Your
covenant with all that You created.
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On hearing thunder, or seeing a storm:
Blessed are You, Adonai our God,
Sovereign of the universe whose power
and might fill the whole world.
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On smelling fragrant spices:

Blessed are You, Adonai our God,
Sovereign of the universe, who creates
various spices.
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On smelling the fragrance of herbs or plants:
Blessed are You, Adonai our God,
Sovereign of the universe who creates
fragrant plants.
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On smelling fragrant fruit:

Blessed are You, Adonai our God,
Sovereign of the universe who gives a
pleasant fragrance to fruits.
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On seeing trees blossoming for the first time in a
year:

Blessed are You, Adonai our God,
Sovereign of the universe whose works
are lacking nothing, and who has created
beautiful creatures and beautiful trees for
the children of Adam.
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On seeing an ugly creature:

Blessed are You, Adonai our God,
Sovereign of the universe who has
fashioned different creatures.
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On seeing trees or creatures of striking beauty:
Blessed are You, Adonai our God,
Sovereign of the universe in whose world
exists such beauty.
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On seeing a person distinguished in Torah studies:
Blessed are You, Adonai our God,
Sovereign of the universe who has shared
wisdom with those who show awe.
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*This is a list of selected blessings from this category
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Total Eclipse of the Sun

Tractate Sukkah 29a RemRihle

The Rabbis taught, “In a time when the
sun is eclipsed, it is a bad omen for the
entire world. A parable: To what can
this be compared? To a king of flesh and
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[When] he became angry at them, he | O3 210 172V MR O7°9Y OV o199

said to his servant, ‘Take away the TN 02U 07107
lantern from before them and leave

blood who made a meal for his subjects
and placed a lantern before them.

them in darkness.””

According to the Rabbis, what does a solar eclipse mean for the world? How does the parable
explain what it means?
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Total Eclipse of the Sun

What would be your argument in favor of saying a berachah (blessing) for an eclipse? What
would be your argument against saying a berachah for an eclipse? How does saying a berachah
or not saying a berachah affect how you experience major events?
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