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Topic  

Passover 

 

Grade Level(s)  

7th-12th 

 

Goals for the Lesson/Activity  

Students will:  

• Identify the Biblical sources of Dayenu 

• Appraise the chronology of Dayenu 

• Integrate ideas from Dayenu into their own Seders 

 

Materials needed  

• Haggadot (collect different versions if possible) 

• Copies of Shemot (Exodus) chapters 12-24 

• Pencils/Highlighters 

Technology needed  

• Dayenu Blendspace (optional) 

Background for Teachers  

The song Dayenu comes toward the end of the Maggid (retelling of the Passover 

narrative) section of the Seder and shortly before the Hallel (series of Psalms praising 

God) section.  The word dayenu expresses the feeling, “It would have been enough for 

us.” 

 

The song seems to encapsulate the entirety of the Passover narrative in 15 short 

stanzas while also positing that each step along the way would have been enough.  

These stanzas can be divided in different ways.  For example, the first five all deal with 

God’s actions in Egypt.  The second five deal with God’s actions in helping B’nei Yisrael 

(the Israelites) evade the Egyptians outside of Egypt.  The last five deal with the spiritual 

redemption (i.e. cementing the relationship with God) and physical redemption (entering 

the land of Israel) of B’nei Yisrael. 

 

Interesting custom: Persian Jews have the custom to hit each other with green onions 

beginning with the ninth stanza of Dayenu.  Some say this custom recalls B’nei Yisrael 

longing to return to Egypt, where they ate onions instead of the manna that God 

provided in the desert (Bemidbar (Numbers) 11:5-6).  Others say the green onions are a 

reminder of the whips of the Egyptian taskmasters and act as a rebuke for desiring to 

return to Egypt. 

https://www.tes.com/lessons/jxknVjFdWdG1cg/jteach-org-s-dayenu-blendspace
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Description of Activities 

1. Students search for the words of Dayenu in chapters 12-24 of Shemot.  Students 

can highlight the connected pesukim (verses) on photocopies of the text, or they 

can use the blank grid to write down the corresponding words along with the 

perek (chapter) and pasuk (verse) where they appear. 

a. Note that stanzas 1, 2, 9, 14, and 15 appear in other locations. 

b. Students should notice that Dayenu follows the chronology of Shemot. 

c. Music Option: Play different versions of Dayenu as students search. 

2. Discuss why each stanza ends with the word Dayenu, “It would have been 

enough for us.”  Possible points of discussion include (but are not limited to): 

a. Had God done nothing else, we would not have known that things could 

have been even better. 

b. Had God done nothing else, we would have been thankful to get as far as 

we did.  As a corollary, discuss Dayenu’s proximity to Hallel. 

c. Being thankful for the incomplete or partial is important too. 

d. Sometimes, it is necessary to be happy with what you have and not ask 

for more. 

e. Other probing questions to ask might include: 

i. How does Dayenu combine elements of Maggid and Hallel? 

ii. How is Dayenu’s idea of the final redemption similar/different to 

where the full Seder ends?   

3. Ask students to write down a time in their life that they either said “Dayenu” or 

wish they had said “Dayenu.”  Students share their reflections with the class. 

4. Students explore the layout and artwork of the Dayenu section in different 

Haggadot. 

a. Ask students how the layout and artwork of the different Haggadot affect 

their understanding of the song. 

5. Ask students how they will integrate the ideas of these discussions into their own 

Seders. 

 

Differentiation Options 

Knowing that students learn in a variety of ways and modalities, the following options 

are provided to adjust the above lesson to meet the unique needs of your learners. 

 

For learners who need more assistance 

• Give the location of the Biblical reference and have students find it. 

• Students use art in response to step 3. 

For learners who need extension opportunities 

• Students write their own commentaries to part (or all) of Dayenu. 

• Students write their own Dayenu about a situation in their own lives.  
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נוּ  צִיטּוּט דַיֵּ
Words of Dayenu 

פֶר סוּק /פֶרֶק/סֵּ פָּ  
Book/Chapter/Verse 

 צִיטּוּט תנ"ך
Quote from Tanakh* 

נוּ מִמִצְרַיִם  הוֹצִיאָּ

Took us out of 

Egypt 

Devarim 

(Deuteronomy) 26:8 

יִםמִמִצְרַ  יָּ נוּ יְ וַיוֹצִאֵּ   

YHVH freed us from Egypt. 

טִים הֶם שְפָּ ה בָּ שָּ  עָּ

Made judgements 

on them 

Yechezkel (Ezekiel) 

30:19 

טִים בְמִצְרָּ וְ  שִיתִי שְפָּ יִםעָּ  

I will execute judgement on Egypt. 

יהֶם אלֹהֵּ ה בֵּ שָּ  עָּ

Made [the 

judgements] on 

their gods 

Shemot 12:12 
עֱשֶ וּבְכָּ  י מִצְרַיִם אֶֶֽ טִ ה שְ ל־אֱלֹהֵּ יםפָּ  

And I will mete out punishments to all the gods of Egypt 

יהֶם רַג אֶת בְכוֹרֵּ  הָּ

Killed their first 

borns 
Shemot 12:29 

ל־בְכוֹר בְאֶ יָּ יְ וַ  ה כָּ ד בְכוֹר וֹ עַ ב עַל־כִסְאהַיֹשֵּ  מִצְרַיִם מִבְכֹר פַרְעֹהרֶץ  הִכָּ
מָּ ית הַ הַשְבִי אֲשֶר בְבֵּ  הבוֹר וְכֹל בְכוֹר בְהֵּ  

YHVH struck down all the first-born in the land of Egypt, from the 

first-born of Pharaoh who sat on the throne to the first-born of 

the captive who was in the dungeon. 

מוֹנָּם נוּ אֶת מָּ תַן לָּ  נָּ

Gave us their 

money 
Shemot 12:35-36 

הָּ ב  י זָּ י־כֶסֶף וּכְלֵּ שוּ כִדְבַר מֹשֶה וַיִשְאֲלוּ מִמִצְרַיִם כְלֵּ ל עָּ אֵּ י־יִשְרָּ להוּבְנֵּ

י מִצְרַ יִם וַיַשְ אִלוּם וַיְנַצְלוּ אֶת־ ינֵּ ם בְעֵּ עָּ ן הָּ תַ ן אֶ ת־חֵּ וּשְמָּ לֹת: לווַיְ יָּ  נָּ
יִםמִצְרָּ   

B’nei Yisrael had done Moshe’s bidding and borrowed from the 

Egyptians objects of silver and gold, and clothing.  And YHVH had 

disposed the Egyptians favorable toward the people, and they let 

them have their request; thus they stripped the Egyptians.   

נוּ אֶת הַיָּם רַע לָּ  קָּ

Split the sea for us 
Shemot 14:21 

ה יָּ  אֶת־הַ יָּ יְ  וֹלֶךְם וַיוַיֵּט מֹשֶה אֶת־יָּדוֹ עַל־הַיָּ  ל־הַלַיְלָּ ה כָּ דִים עַזָּ ם בְרוּחַ קָּ
ה וַיִבָּ שֶ וַיָּ  בָּ רָּ יִםעוּ הַמָּ קְ ם אֶת־הַיָּם לֶחָּ  

Then Moshe held out his arm over the sea and YHVH drove back 

the sea with a strong east wind all that night, and turned the sea 

into dry ground.  The waters were split. 

נוּ בְתוֹכוֹ  הֶעֱבִירָּ
ה בָּ רָּ  בֶחָּ

Brought us 

through it on dry 

land 

Shemot 14:22 

בֹ  ם וַיָּ ימִינָּ ה מִֶֽ הֶם חוֹמָּ ה וְהַמַיִם לָּ שָּ ל בְתוֹךְ הַיָּם בַיַבָּ אֵּ י־יִשְרָּ אוּ בְנֵּ
םוּמִשְמאֹלָּ   

And B’nei Yisrael went into the sea on dry ground, the waters 

forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. 
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ינוּ בְתוֹכוֹשִקַע  רֵּ צָּ  

Pushed down our 

enemies in it 
Shemot 14:28 

שִים לְכֹל רָּ רֶכֶב וְאֶת־הַפָּ בוּ הַמַיִם וַיְכַסּוּ אֶת־הָּ אִים פַרְעֹ יל חֵּ  וַיָּשֻׁ ה הַבָּ
יהֶם בַיָּ  םאַחֲרֵּ  

The waters turned back and covered the chariots and 

horsemen… not one of them remained. 

ר  נוּ בַמִדְבָּ רְכֵּ ק צָּ סִפֵּ
ה נָּ עִים שָּ  אַרְבָּ

Took care of our 

needs in the 

desert for 40 years 

Devarim 2:7 

עִ  נָּ  יםאַרְבָּ בָּ  יךָ אֱלֹהֶ יָּ יְ ה שָּ סַרְתָּ דָּ ךְ לאֹ חָּ רעִמָּ  

YHVH your God has been with you these past forty years: you 

have lacked nothing. 

ן נוּ אֶת הַמָּ  הֶאֱכִילָּ

Fed us manna 
Shemot 16:14-15 

 ֹ ל וַי אֵּ י־יִשְרָּ דְעוּ מַה־הוּא יש אֶ אמְרוּ אִ וַיִרְאוּ בְנֵּ ן הוּא כִי לאֹ יָּ חִיו מָּ ל־אָּ
 ֹ תַ וַי הֶם הוּא הַלֶחֶם אֲשֶר נָּ כְלָּ יָּ יְ ן אמֶר מֹשֶה אֲלֵּ כֶם לְאָּ ה לָּ  

When B’nei Yisrael saw it, they said to one another, “What is 

it?”—for they did not know what it was.  And Moshe said to 

them, “That is the bread which YHVH has given you to eat…” 

ת נוּ אֶת הַשַבָּ תַן לָּ  נָּ

Gave us Shabbat 
Shemot 16:29 

ת יָּ יְ י־רְאוּ כִ  כֶם הַשַבָּ תַן לָּ נָּ  

Mark that YHVH has given you the sabbath… 

י הַר סִינַי נוּ לִפְנֵּ רְבָּ  קֵּ

Brought us close 

to Mount Sinai 
Shemot 19:17 

אֱלֹהִים מִן־הַ  ם לִקְרַאת הָּ עָּ א מֹשֶה אֶת־הָּ ית  בְתַחְתִ תְיַצְבוּחֲנֶה וַיִ מַ וַיוֹצֵּ
ר הָּ  הָּ

Moshe led the people out of the camp toward God, and they 

took their places at the foot of the mountain. 

ה נוּ אֶת הַתוֹרָּ תַן לָּ  נָּ

Gave us the Torah 
Shemot 24:12 

ה לְךָ אֶת־לֻׁחֹ  תַבְתִי לְהוֹרֹתָּ וְאֶתְנָּ ה אֲשֶר כָּ ה וְהַמִצְוָּ אֶבֶן וְהַתוֹרָּ םת הָּ  

“…and I will give you the stone tablets with the teachings and 

commandments which I have inscribed to instruct them.” 

נוּ לְאֶרֶץ  הִכְנִיסָּ
ל אֵּ  יִשְרָּ

Brought us into 

the Land of Israel 

Yehoshua (Joshua) 

4:19 

לוּ ם עָּ עָּ שוֹר לַחֹ מִן־הַיַרְדֵּ  וְהָּ ה מִזְרַ ן בֶעָּ ל בִקְצֵּ רִאשוֹן וַיַחֲנוּ בַגִלְגָּ ח דֶש הָּ
וֹיְרִיח  

The people came up from the Jordan… and encamped at Gilgal 

on the eastern border of Jericho. 

ית  נוּ אֶת בֵּ ה לָּ נָּ בָּ
ה  הַבְחִירָּ

Built for us the 

Chosen House 

Devarim 14:23 

י כַלְתָּ לִפְנֵּ םיָּ יְ  וְאָּ ן שְמוֹ שָּ קוֹם אֲשֶר־יִבְחַר לְשַכֵּ    אֱלֹהֶיךָ בַמָּ

You shall consume… in the presence of YHVH your God in the 

place where He will choose to establish His name… 

*All Biblical translations other than names are taken from the JPS Hebrew-English TANAKH. 

 

 


