oYL
(Pursuer) OTIN

The Hebrew word, QTN (rodef), is literally translated as “pursuer.” In the Tanakh
(Bible), pursuing can take different forms. The Torah (Devarim 16:20) exhorts us,
“9Tn PT1Y 7Y (Tzedek Tzedek Tirdof. Justice, Justice you shall pursue).” Mishlei
(Proverbs 13:21) informs us, “2iv-D%7¢* D' 1Y NN DY 9TI7 D'XVN (Evil pursues
sinners. The righteous are rewarded.)”

However, the word is used most prominently in the discussion about one who
pursues another person to do harm. Who is a rodef and how we react to a rodef
has been a topic of discussion since people first began discussing the contents of
the Tanakh.

Shemot 22:1 N:2D Niny

If a thief is found secretly [breaking into
someone’s home] and he is struck [so NN N2 2D XY NINNNPIAON
that] he dies, there is no blood [i.e. o7 P, PN
guilt] for him.

We learn in the Torah that someone is not liable for killing someone who breaks
into his home.
e Why would this be the case?
¢ In what situations do you think this would/would not be applicable today?
e How would you feel or want to react in such situations?
e What are examples you have heard in the news to which this might apply?

Bemidbar Rabbah 21:5 N:NXD N2 12ATNA

If someone comes to kill you, get up

) . NINY DOWN THIND N2
first to kill him.

e How do you interpret the message of this Midrash?
e What constitutes a real threat? How do you know someone’s intent?
e How does someone who is plotting an attack far away fit into this teaching?
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Mishnah Senhedrin 8:7 N |"YTNI0 N1wn
These are the ones that one saves them
with their lives (i.e. by killing them): the ,]\?933} v:ﬁN 1,?,3@\? 0 ﬂ?l_‘_{]

one who pursues his friend to kill him, NN ’-u.m? -ﬂ;m NN ‘T.['ﬁD

53 NPINHD NI NN NN
NN 92010 ,NRNAD INN 9T
PX M7 NTI3Y TAWDY N3YD
WD NN PPN

and (the one who pursues) a male or an
engaged woman. But the one who
pursues an animal, the one who
desecrates Shabbat, and the one who
worships idols; one does not save them
with their lives.

This Mishnah is a source of discussion among commentators because there is
some ambiguity about who is being protected. Some say that the rodef is being
protected. Others say it is the person being pursued who is being protected.
e Which seems the better interpretation of the text to you? Why?
e How can it be that the rodef is the person being protected? What, if any, is
the difference between protecting one’s body and protecting one’s soul?
e How might your understanding of this Mishnah affect how you would apply
the concept of rodef today?

Mishnah Torah Laws of TN XA YA AAM MwUn
Murder 1:14 '

Anyone who can save another person

and does not save that person '\;_1'1)’--5’30 Nb’ ,5’3‘0? 5'1320 b?
transgresses [the commandment] “Do NIPN) IV DT-DY ‘rb}{)j NY" Dy
not stand [idly] on the blood of your 0: \3,)"
fellow. (Vayikra 19:16)”

In this part of the Mishnah Torah, the Rambam posits that it is a mitzvah to
prevent a person from being killed.

e To what extent should one go to prevent killing?
e When can someone take preemptive action to prevent killing?
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e What is the difference between an imminent personal threat and a threat

that comes to a community from far away?

¢ What do you think the consequences should be, if any, for someone who

does not defend others?

HaRav Shalom Cohen

N> DI7W 20N

My heart bleeds over the evil rumor
that the hand of a Jew killed the soul of
an Arab youth for no fault of his
own...One’s ears will tingle from
hearing about the horrifying act that
will awaken the anger of the nations
and could bring horrible bloodshed.
Anyone whose hand draws innocent
blood is subject to din rodef (the law of
the pursuer) and it is not possible to
describe his punishment from the
Heavens...We have an obligation to
increase love from within and from
without; and, through this, bring about
the redemption of the world.

YN IMNYN DY 0T DMV 2D
DY 19y Y WA NN YN DY
DMININ MYSN ...H1902 HNY NY
TPANNRN NWYNN DY NN

NYAND MUY MNIND DYT 1Y
PTOY O LLLIPNIN DT MOAVWD
PT POY ¥ DMPI 0TI MONNN
P2 IUNY NN INND TWAN ON) 9T

MYIAVN DYDY 29y .DONYN
21 0N NANNI MAIND DY
NYIVY YY) 1T MDD NIND)
myall)Y

Kikar.co.il July 7, 2014 (Retrieved November 24, 2015) http://tinyurl.com/olbarnh

HaRav Shalom Cohen, a prominent religious figure in Israel, spoke these words

after Jewish Israelis killed an Arab teenager in retaliation for the murder of three

Jewish Israeli teenagers.

e How does he change your understanding of what a rodef is?

e Who is liable for din rodef?

e Who would not be liable for din rodef?
e How can we know when someone falls into either category?
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e Rav Cohen has said and written things that some segments of the Jewish
population consider to be offensive. How does that knowledge affect your
feelings about this statement? How can people with vastly different
worldviews come together in difficult times?

I’m gonna catch you. You better run.
I’m gonna catch you. Here | come.
--Laurie Berkner
e How would you feel hearing these words?
e How do your feelings change knowing that these are words from a
children’s song?
e How do the tone of one’s words affect how others understand the words?
e How do we know when a threat is real?

A THOUGHT:

It is possible that those who pursue a rodef take on the status
of rodef themselves.

e What is the danger in pursuing a rodef?

e How would you balance the imperative to stop a rodef with the danger that
becoming a rodef presents?

e How can our understanding of the concept of rodef help us to deal with
difficult situations today?
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