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Be the Sofer

Topic
Torah, Hebrew

Grade Level(s)
3" Grade and Up

Goals for the Lesson/Activity

Students will:
e Students will be able to identify the STaM style of writing
e Students will write in the STaM style of writing
e Students will write with intent like a sofer

Materials needed
e Torah scroll
e Copies of the Be the Sofer worksheet
e Quills — available at craft stores (trim feather tips on an angle)
e Ink — calligraphy ink, or diluted tempera paint (washable ink is preferred)
e Optional — books for browsing, see bibliography at the end of the lesson

Technology needed

e Torah Blendspace

Background for Teachers

Tractate Menachot 29b 207 NN
Rav Yehuda said, “Rav said, 29 MN DTN 29 IMN
‘When Moshe went up to the heavens, he

found the Holy Blessed One sitting and N72PNY INSND DN NYN NYYY NYwa
attaching crowns to the letters [of the 1399 N NPMIND DXIND WP AWPY

Torah]. He said before Him,

“Master of the Universe, [why do you need

T DY 20y M YY1
to add crowns to what you wrote?]” TP Y2y Y

He said to him, 2 N
“There is a man who will be at the end of
many future generations, and his name is MNT NN NOA NPNY PNYY ¥ THNX DTN
Akiva ben Yosef; in the future he will 23 2Y WITTY TONYY NV QO 12 RPN
interpret about every crown piles and piles of MOON S PYIN PON NP NP
Jewish law.”
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D"No and (Ktav STaM) is the traditional Hebrew calligraphy style with which sacred
texts are written. The word STaM is made up of the first letters of the texts this lettering
is used to create: NTITNA ,|*7'9N ,NNIN 190 (Sefer Torah, Tefillin, and Mezuzah). The
predominant font used by a sofer, or scribe, is called Ktav Ashuri.

Ktav STaM is written with flourishes called 'an (tagin). These flourishes do not change
the meaning of the letters or the words that they adorn. However, they have been the
source of interpretation through the years (see above).

The writing of sifrei Torah, tefillin, and mezuzot is done by a special scribe called a
sofer, who uses a special quill called a kulmus and a special ink called d’yo. Learning
how to become a sofer usually takes about six months -1 year and finishes with the new
sofer writing a Megillat Ester (Scroll of Esther).

Description of Activities

1. Unroll a sefer Torah for students to see.

2. Ask students to describe the letters.

3. Students look at the Hebrew writing in a siddur, Tanakh, or other holy book. How
is the writing in the books and in the sefer Torah similar? How are the styles
different? How does adding the crowns affect your feelings about what you
see/read?

4. Explain that the Torah is written in Ktav STa”’M and give background about this
style of writing (see Background for Teacher).

5. Explain that a sofer must write with intention and say each word out loud before
writing it.

a. Optional discussion question: How can saying each word out loud before
writing it change how one thinks about writing?
6. Show selected videos from the Blendspace including:
e MJLC's Animoto video chronicling the process of writing a Torah
e Interview with Scribe Julie Seltzer
e Scribing the Alef Bet

7. Students practice writing in Ktav STa’M
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