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George Washington: Farewell Address, 1796 
 
Citizens by birth or choice of a common country, that country has a right to concentrate your 
affections. The name of American, which belongs to you in your national capacity, must always 
exalt the just pride of patriotism more than any appellation derived from local discriminations. With 
slight shades of difference, you have the same religion, manners, habits, and political principles. 
You have in a common cause fought and triumphed together. The independence and liberty you 
possess are the work of joint councils and joint efforts, of common dangers, sufferings, and 
successes. 
 
 
 
Abraham Lincoln: Second Inaugural Address, March 4, 1865 

 
With malice toward none; with charity for all; with firmness in the right, as God gives us to see the 
right, let us strive on to finish the work we are in; to bind up the nation's wounds; to care for him 
who shall have borne the battle, and for his widow, and his orphan--to do all which may achieve 
and cherish a just and lasting peace, among ourselves, and with all nations. 
 
 
 
John F. Kennedy: Inaugural Address, Friday, January 20, 1961 

 
Now the trumpet summons us again — not as a call to bear arms, though arms we need; not as 
a call to battle, though embattled we are — but a call to bear the burden of a long twilight struggle, 
year in and year out, "rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation" — a struggle against the common 
enemies of man: tyranny, poverty, disease, and war itself.... 
 
In the long history of the world, only a few generations have been granted the role of defending 
freedom in its hour of maximum danger. I do not shrink from this responsibility — I welcome it. I 
do not believe that any of us would exchange places with any other people or any other 
generation. The energy, the faith, the devotion which we bring to this endeavor will light our 
country and all who serve it — and the glow from that fire can truly light the world. And so, my 
fellow Americans: ask not what your country can do for you — ask what you can do for your 
country. 
 
 
Barack Obama, State of the Union Address, January 12, 2016 
 
So, my fellow Americans, whatever you may believe, whether you prefer one party or no party, 
our collective future depends on your willingness to uphold your obligations as a citizen. To vote. 
To speak out. To stand up for others, especially the weak, especially the vulnerable, knowing that 
each of us is only here because somebody, somewhere, stood up for us. To stay active in our 
public life so it reflects the goodness and decency and optimism that I see in the American people 
every single day. 


