Talmud Shabbat 54b -55a
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Rav and Rabbi Hanina and Rabbi Yohanan and Rav Haviva taught... “Anyone who had
the capability to protest the conduct of the members of his household and did not protest
is punished [for the transgressions] of the members of his household. [Any who had the
capability to protest the conduct] of the people of his town [and did not do so] is punished
for the [transgressions] of the people of his town. [Any who had the capability to protest
the conduct] of the whole world [and did not do so] is punished for the [transgressions] of
the whole world.”
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Rav Pappa said, “And the members of the household of the Exilarch were punished for
[the transgressions] of the whole [Jewish] world,” as indicated by what Rabbi Hanina said,
‘What is the meaning of that which is written, “Hashem [sic] will enter into judgment with
the Elders of His people and its princes” (Isaiah 3:14)? If the princes transgressed, how
did the elders transgress? Rather say that it was on account of the elders that did not
protest against the princes.”

* Because the authority of the Exilarch extended across the entire Jewish world, they had the authority to
ensure that the community would not commit a transgression.



